Introduction
'Identificational assimilation' is defined as possessing a self-image as a plain, unhyphenated 'American,' and is considered by many the end point of successful assimilation into American society (Gordon 1964) . Scholars argue that for children and grandchildren of European immigrants, acculturation into and identification with the dominant American society becomes a viable option, whereas their 'ethnic,'
country-of-origin identity may become a discretionary enactment of 'symbolic' significance (Gans 1979) , private and voluntary, eventually fading into the 'twilight of ethnicity' (Alba, 1985) . For these descendents of immigrants from Europe, Waters (1990) contends that ethnicity 1 may not be something that impacts their lives, unless they want it to.
The immigrant population since the early 20 th century has shifted dramatically from predominantly European backgrounds to that of Asian, Latin
American, African, and the Caribbean. Is ethnicity similarly optional for the children and grandchildren of immigrants from Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean? And how do the ethnic identities of nonEuropean immigrants influence their lives, whether they want them to or not?
The present study examines a small piece of this puzzle-the adoption of various ethnic identities among recently-arrived immigrant children from China, In addition, I will investigate how these immigrant children's understanding of themselves, through the lens of their adopted racial/ethnic identities, relates to various social, structural, and affective variables. Specifically, my study asks: How do recently-arrived immigrant children from China, Haiti, and Mexico identify themselves racially and ethnically; and how do these children's different racial/ethnic self-identification differ across gender, age, length of residency in the US, socioeconomic status, and attitudes and perceptions related to their experiences living in the US?
Background Context
Counter-assimilationist literature argues that non-European immigrants often experience a significantly different process of Americanization than do immigrants of European origin (Espiritu 1997; Omi and Winant 1994) . For many white Americans, scholars suggest, there is often no longer a need to think of themselves primarily in ethnic terms (Alba 1990; Tuan 1998) . Their ethnicity often trails behind their familial or professional roles, so that making ethnicity a prominent element of one's identity requires a conscious choice (Waters 1990) . In contrast, for minorities and immigrants of colour, ethnic and racial identities are constantly imposed on them In a similar vein, social and historical theorists posit that through a historical pattern of political and social exclusion, oppression, and marginalization, Americans of European ancestry have created a rigid racial hierarchy where the very definition of 'American' requires that one be of European descent or white (Tuan 1998).
Consequently, even though non-white racial groups continue to press for inclusion as authentic Americans, the reality is that they are still classified and perceived as the 'other,' unable to follow the assimilation path of their white European neighbours (Takaki 1998).
The literature also suggests that the construction of racial/ethnic self-identity is more complicated for the children of immigrants (Phinney 1992) . Unlike their parents who come to the new world with a clearer and more defined sense of their ethnic identity, the immigrant children are caught in two (or more) cultural worlds in which they must navigate through various national, ethnic, and racial allegiances (Suárez-Orozco 2004) . For these newly-immigrated children, the process of becoming American entails a struggle to reconcile their sense of self with those of their parents' country-of-origin and a myriad of racial and ethnic categories, each with its particular associations and connotations (Waters 1997 (Erikson 1968) . There is little evidence to suggest that ethnic identity would be exempt from these changes (Garcia and Lega 1979; Rogler et al. 1980 ).
In sum, ethnic identity is a complex, multidimensional construct that differs among various ethnic members, and is subject to social, cultural, and developmental changes (Buriel 1987; Phinney 1996; Takaki 1998) . But despite its seemingly amorphous nature, ethnic identity is a real aspect of one's life in the US and elsewhere, often colouring and shading how one interprets his/her lived experiences.
Major Factors Related to Ethnic and Racial Labels
Socially-categorized markers such as ethnicity, gender, and age, along with socialcultural factors such as social economic status, and levels of discrimination (among others) have been discussed in past literature as possible vectors in which ethnic/racial boundaries and self-awareness have been understood and formulated.
Gender. The literature is mixed on the role of gender in ethnic/racial labeling.
While some studies have noted that females are more likely than males to retain their country-of-origin identities and ancestral culture (Ullah 1985) , other studies have found males to show greater preference for their ethnic identities (Smith 2002). Rumbaut (1996) found that males were more likely to identify in unhyphenated terms, using either "American" or country-of-origin labels, whereas females were more likely to adopt a bi-national, hyphenated identity. Waters (1999), on the other hand, found that gender did not determine the identity chosen by her immigrant participants, but it did shape the meanings attached to their chosen identities.
Age. The literature on ethnic identity formation in minority youth suggests a progression over time from an unexamined or diffuse stage to a more concrete, achieved ethnic identity (Phinney 1990 ). For immigrant children, a sense of ethnic 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60   F  o  r  P  e  e  r  R  e  v  i  e  w  O  n  l  y   7 identity was found to be weaker among those who arrived at a younger age than those who had immigrated at a later stage in life (Garcia 1979) . Many immigrant children in late adolescence were also more likely to adopt a pan-ethnic identity than their younger peers in early adolescence .
Length of Residency in the US. Ethnic identity was found to be weaker among those who had immigrated at a younger age and had lived longer in the new country (Rogler 1980 American (hyphenated and plain) or their parents' national identity were more likely to come from families of higher SES (Rumbaut 1996) . On the other hand, Phinney et al. (2001) found that the relationship between SES and ethnic identity was present in one immigrant group and absent in another.
Discrimination. Rumbaut (1996) found that immigrant adolescents who had experienced discrimination and those who expect that people will discriminate against them were less likely to identify as American, and more likely to maintain a country-of-origin identity. In addition, past studies have found that immigrant children who had racialized themselves as black, Hispanic, or Asian were more 
Instrument
The interviews were conducted at the students' schools during each of the five years of the study, using the language of the students' choice. The format of the interview questions ranged from simple multiple-choice questions to more in-depth open-ended [ Figure 1 ]
By far, the most popular choice was the country-of-origin selection. This category characterized those students who selected their country-of-origin identity (e.g., Chinese, Haitian, and Mexican) as their preferred self label. Making up 85 per cent For the purposes of this study, I examined the patterns of these changes and how they are related to various socio-cultural variables. The results are as follows.
[ Figure 2 ]
After examining all the ways in which the participants changed or remained stable in their labels from Year 1 to Year 5, three main patterns of change/stability emerged:
1) country-of-origin to country-of-origin (e.g., Chinese to Chinese); 2) pan-ethnic identity shift (e.g., Chinese to Asian/Asian American); and 3) hyphenated identity shift (e.g., Chinese to Chinese American). These three patterns were chosen by just over 81 per cent (n=156) of all the participants. Subsequent sections will focus on these groups of students.
Patterns of Ethnic/Racial Self Identities by Nationalities
Around 74 per cent of the students maintained their country-of-origin label from Year 1 and to Year 5. This figure was remarkably consistent in the three immigrant Variables Related to Changes in Ethnic/Racial Identities I also examined the relationship between some key variable from past studies with the changes or stability in ethnic identity labels. The variables examined in this study are gender, age, length of residency in the US, socio-economic status, and perceptions and attitudes towards their residency in the US.
[ Table 2 ]
Gender. Boys and girls in the study differed greatly in the patterns of changes in their ethnic labels. On average, girls were more likely to either retain 13 their country-of-origin label or move to the pan-ethnic category. Boys, on the other hand, were much more likely to embrace the hyphenated identity.
Stratified by nationality (Appendix B), Chinese and Haitian girls were more likely to retain their country-of-origin identity. This was not true of the Mexican group, where the boys were more likely to maintain their country-of-origin identity.
As far as moving to the pan-ethnic category, only the Mexican group showed much difference, where the girls were more willing to adopt a pan-ethnic label.
Overall, boys were more likely to shift to a hyphenated label. This was mostly due to the Haitian group in which boys labeling themselves Haitian American outnumbered their female counterparts 10 to 1. The Chinese group did not differ much by gender in this category.
Age. The results did not show any significant association between age and patterns of changes in ethnic self labels. In other words, older students did not differ much in their pattern of ethnic/racial change from their younger counterparts. This was consistent across all three ethnic groups.
Length of Residency in the US.
On average, students with hyphenated ethnic labels had the longest US residence with almost 6.5 years, and those with country-oforigin and pan-ethnic labels had lengths of residence in the US of 5.9 and 5.4 years, respectively. Analysis by immigrant groups showed that there was a statistically significant difference in the mean number of years between hyphenated and pan- As for the effect of household income, the results showed that students did not differ significantly in their patterns of ethnic label choices by their yearly household income. There was, however, a noticeable trend in that those in the high income category tended to either choose country-of-origin or pan-ethnic labels, while avoiding the hyphenated label. Perhaps due to small sample size, this difference was not found to be statistically meaningful.
Student Perceptions. As a whole, students' feelings of Americanness, attitudes toward the United States, sense of belonging, and perception of discrimination were not found to be statistically associated with their ethnic identity selections. There was, however, a marked pattern in which the hyphenated group tended to feel most American, showed most positive attitudes towards their view of the US, and reported least experiences with discrimination. The participants in this category were also most likely to state that they felt 'at home' in both their countries of origin and the US. These differences, however, were not statistically significant.
Analyzed separately by nationality, Chinese students who retained their country-of-origin label were least likely to say that they felt at home in both China and the US. In addition, of all the ethnic self identification categories by the three national groups, only the students in the Mexican pan-ethnic group had a higher percentage of students who claimed that they had experienced discrimination while living in the US. Perhaps again due to small sample size, this difference was also not large enough to be statistically meaningful. Using the mentioned correlates related to ethnic identities, a multinomial logistical regression was used to identify the factors most likely to predict ethnic identity changes while holding various predictors constant. The country-of-origin category was chosen as the reference category as it was the most popular and equallydistributed choice across the three national groups. Table 6 shows the results of the relationship between the various correlates and patterns of ethnic identity labeling. As a whole, gender, parental education level, and annual household income emerged as significant predictors. Although the results differed for each of the three ethnic groups, as aggregate, these three variables accounted for approximately 13 per cent of the variance in patterns of ethnic labeling.
[ Table 6 ]
In comparison to the country-of-origin group, those who labeled themselves with a hyphenated label in Year 5 were more likely to be male and come from poorer households. Specifically, immigrant girls were 69 per cent less likely to adopt a hyphenated identity than their male counterparts. As for household income, each unit decrease in income level (e.g., 'high' to 'medium,' or 'medium' to 'low') was associated with a 1.5 times greater likelihood of students shifting to a hyphenated label.
For students shifting to pan-ethnic labels, parental education level was the only significant predictor, such that students with parents with higher levels of education were less likely to adopt a pan-ethnic label. Specifically, each additional increase in educational levels was associated with about half the likelihood (.55) of shifting to a pan-ethnic label, as compared to retaining their country-of-origin identity. Tables 7 to 9 show the statistically significant predictors of ethnic labeling for each of the three national groups.
[ Tables 7] For the Chinese group, parental educational level was the only significant predictor, accounting for approximately 11 per cent of the outcome in ethnic label selection. In particular, students with parents with a high (high school graduation and beyond) educational level were 62 per cent less likely to adopt a pan-ethnic label (as opposed to maintaining their country-of-origin identity) than their peers reared by parents with a medium (middle school to some high school) educational level.
[ Table 8 ]
For the Haitian group, gender was found to be a significant predictor, accounting for [ Table 9 ]
Finally, for the Mexican group, gender also came out as significant predictor, accounting for roughly 9 per cent of the variance in ethnic identity selections.
Specifically, by Year 5, Mexican girls were 3.2 times more likely to shift to a panethnic label than their male counterparts.
Summary and Discussion
The focus of this study was to examine the ethnic identity adaptations of recentlyarrived immigrant children from China, Haiti, and Mexico. While issues of Overall, three main types of ethnic identity categories emerged: country-oforigin, hyphenated, and pan-ethnic. While most of the students retained their country-of-origin label, a fair portion of the students chose to shift their ethnic self identity.
Comparison of the three national groups showed that the ways in which immigrant children acculturate or see themselves ethnically and racially do not follow a uniform pattern. While most of the students in all three ethnic groupsChinese, Haitian, and Mexican, retained their country-of-origin label, the patterns of changes in ethnic identity labels differed dramatically. Among the students who changed their self labels, none of the Haitian students shifted to the pan-ethnic labels of black or African American, preferring rather the hyphenated identity of Haitian American; whereas for the Mexican students, none chose the hyphenated label of Mexican American, opting exclusively for the pan-ethnic label of Latina/o or Hispanic. For the Chinese students, there was no clear preference for either the hyphenated or pan-ethnic labels. Possible explanations for these divergent patterns of ethnic selections by national groups will be discussed later in this paper.
Contrary to past studies, age was not a significant predictor of ethnic identity selection. And although the lengthy of residency was shown to be statistically Gender, on the other hand, was found to be a significant predictor. As a whole, immigrant girls were far less likely to adopt a hyphenated identity than their male counterparts. Stratified by ethnic groups, gender was a meaningful predictor in for Haitian and Mexican students. Specifically, the data showed that Haitian boys were 20 times more likely to adopt the Haitian American label compared to Haitian girls. For the Mexican group, girls were more than three times more likely to shift to a pan-ethnic label than their male counterparts.
This finding is consistent with past literature showing that gender is a strong and consistent element in the ethnic identification processes of immigrants and minorities in the US. Indeed, some scholars even contend that ethnic selfidentification is itself a gendered process, shaping both the choices immigrant and minority youth make as well as the meanings they attach to them (Rumbaut 1994; Waters 1996) . Moreover, scholars such Smith ( As a whole, parental education levels and annual household income were found to be significant predictors for patterns of ethnic identity selections. Results were such that participants with parents with higher levels of education were less likely to adopt pan-ethnic labels. As for household income, increase in household Disaggregated by nationalities, family background was found to be a significant predictor only for the Chinese participants. Specifically, Chinese students with parents with more years of formal education were less likely to adopt a pan-ethnic label than their peers reared by parents with fewer years of schooling.
Such a result is consistent with past studies suggesting that immigrant children who come from with higher socio-economic backgrounds tend to associate themselves more with their parents' country-of-origin backgrounds or an American (both plain and unhyphenated) identity Rumbaut 1996) . Some scholars theorize that such avoidance of the pan-ethnic identities by a higher SES cohort may originate from the fact that these individuals may be better incorporated within the white mainstream, often residing in neighborhoods or attending schools with less concentration of their fellow minority or pan-ethnic members, an environment in which pan-ethnic solidarity may seem less salient (Eschbach 1998 ).
On the other hand, past research also found no relationship between ethnic identity and social class (Phinney 1989; 1990) , or that such a relationship may exist in one group and not in another (Phinney 2001) . And indeed, we see from this study that SES only played a significant role for the Chinese students, showing little or no effect for the Haitian and Mexican participants.
In contrast to past studies, perceptions and attitudes the immigrant students had toward their experiences in the US had little or no relationship with their ethnic identity choices. At the aggregate level, those students who maintained their country-of-origin labels differed little from their peers who shifted to hyphenated or pan-ethnic labels in terms of: how 'American' they felt, their views toward America, consistent with past studies on black immigrants, this shift to a hyphenated identity is an attempt (be it conscious or otherwise) by the Haitian students to 'Americanize' while at the same time distancing themselves from the black American population whom they see negatively portrayed by the wider society?
Interestingly, among the students who felt that they had experienced discrimination during their residence in the US, the study asked for the main reasons they felt they were discriminated against. Was it because of their nationality, race, gender, or poor English? For the Chinese and Mexican students, there was little association in how they identified themselves ethnically/racially and the main reason(s) they thought they were discriminated against. For the Haitian students, however, the ones who shifted to the Haitian American label were much more likely 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 
Limitations
Although enlightening in the divergent patterns in which these three immigrant groups from China, Haiti, and Mexico self identified ethnically/racially over the five years of the study, the investigation was restrained by some limitations. Firstly, due to the nature of conducting longitudinal studies (e.g., cost, attrition), the sample size was somewhat limited. Even though there were 192 students in my dataset, after stratifying them by various categories such as national origins and gender, the numbers became somewhat smaller than ideal to be used with certain levels of statistical confidence. Consequently, many of the analysis at the national level were found to lack statistical significance.
Secondly, the participants in my study were gathered from two major metropolitan areas, San Francisco and Boston. Since the Mexican students were from San Francisco, and Chinese and Haitian students were from Boston, it must be acknowledged that there may be regional effects that I was not able to investigate.
Clearly, these two cities have their own cultural, political, and social climate which would have undoubtedly played a role in how the participants viewed themselves from a racial/ethnic standpoint. Unfortunately, such analysis of the regional effects was beyond the scope of my investigation.
Thirdly, the study took place during a five-year period, from 1997 to 2002.
Given the fast-changing social, cultural, and political climate, how likely would the results be replicated in the current environment? In light of the election of the US's 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 
Notes
1 Scholars have conceptualized ethnicity as an enduring aspect of one's social identity and self concept which is derived from one's knowledge of his/her membership in a social/cultural group along with the values and emotional significance attached to that membership (Tajfel 1981; Keefe 1992) . Within the field of social science, the term 'ethnicity' is often used to distinguish within a particular racial category (e.g., between Irish and Germans within the white population in the US). While acknowledging the complex debate on the topic of race and ethnicity (see Phinney 1996) , the term 'ethnicity,' as used in this article, will refer to the broad category of Americans grouped on the basis of both race and countries/cultures of origin. 2 The question on ethnic identity was asked only in Year 1 and Year 5.
3 Although all the participants were investigated in their ethnic changes over the same period of time, how long they have been in the country prior to the time of recruitment and the age in which they were recruited should both be considered. Based on past studies (e.g., Garcia and Lega 1979) , one could argue that a 15-year old immigrant child, for example, who had lived in the US for almost five years may have a different ethnic identity development than a same-aged peer who may have lived in the US for only a few months, perhaps due to varying levels of acculturation, language proficiency, and exposure to the American society. ---1997 'Ethnic and racial identities of second-generation black immigrants in New York City ', International Migration Review, vol. 28, no. 4, pp. 795-820. ---1999 Annual Household Income: (1) low=less than $20,000; (2) medium=$20,000 to $40,000; (3) high=more than $40,000 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 
